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Mr. Chairman, 

 

       I have the honour to speak on behalf of the African group on agenda item 123: Programme Budget 

for 2014-2015 in particular the progress in the construction of additional office facilities at the Economic 

Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa, proposal for the renovation of Conference facilities, including 

Africa hall and revised estimates relating to the programme budget for biennium 2014-2015.  

 

     The African Group would like to thank Mr. Collen V. KELAPILE, Chief of the Staff at Economic 

Commission for Africa for introducing the Secretary General’s report as well as Mr. Carlos Ruiz 

Massieu, Chairman of the ACABQ for introducing the related Advisory Committee's report.  

 

     At the outset, the African Group aligns aligns itself with the statement just delivered by the 

representative of Bolivia on Behalf of Group of 77 and China and we want to add the following 

comments. 

 

      The African Group would like to commend Government of the Ethiopia for continued support and 

commitment on the facilitation of the implementation of this important project. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 
 

      The successful implementation of the construction of additional Office facilities project at the ECA 

including renovation of conference building and especially the Africa Hall form a major part of our 

Group’s interest. In this regard, we welcome the successful completion of the 95% of the construction 

project of additional office facilities and full occupancy of the premises in August 2014. We urge the 

Secretary- General to ensure that the project is completed in its entirety in timely manner by handling 

minor outstanding defects and completing ancillary project works. 

We have also taken note with regret that these projects have been very much affected by many setbacks 

which have delayed their completion and caused cost escalation.  

 

 

      Last year, the African Group expressed concern about logistical challenges, errors and omission on 

part of architecture and construction management consultant, delays on payments by contractors and poor 

coordination by contractors. In this regard, The Group notes with appreciation the assurances from the 

Government of Ethiopia regarding the guaranteed access for all imported materials as well as the hiring of 

external contractors and international consultants. 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

      The Group underscores the importance of drawing upon lessons learned from the new office facilities 

project as well as other UN capital projects with view to appropriately addressing future issues and 

challenges related to the construction at ECA. 



 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

       Turning to the renovation of the Africa Hall, the African Group recalls that by paragraph 3 section III 

of its resolution 65/259, the General Assembly requested the Secretary-General to expeditiously assess 

the status of conference facilities at the Commission, in particular Africa Hall and Conference Room 1, to 

ensure that they were in strict compliance with the highest international standards for conference 

facilities. In this connection, we note with satisfaction that the Conference rooms 3, 4 and 5 were returned 

to full operation in March 2014 , however  there’s need to resolve the issue related to the decline in the 

utilization rate due to some factors including  the ongoing renovation work . 

 

       We also concur with ACABQ that it is important to apply a standard harmonized methodology for 

estimating the utilization rate of conference rooms across the Secretariat. 

 

      The Group values the importance of guidance, interaction and coordination between the Secretariat in 

New York and the Economic Commission for Africa as well as the need for full accountability and 

oversight over construction projects, and in this regard we welcome the Secretary General’s proposals to 

improve the project management. 

 

      Regarding the renovation of the Africa hall Building, the Group calls on the Secretary-General to take 

all necessary measures to maintain the project schedule on track and avoid any further delay given the 

delays that have already accumulated in the execution of the project. 

 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

     The African Group will be seeking relevant information on the findings of the follow-up audit 

undertaken by the Office for Internal Oversight Services, including the lessons learned during the 

construction of the new office facilities in the context of the informal consultations. 

 

      The Group will also be requesting a number of clarifications on the implementation of these projects, 

including the measures taken to address any shortcomings, accountability elements and resource 

requirement for the current biennium. 

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

     In conclusion, the African Group would like to assure you of our readiness to engage constructively on 

deliberation with the aim of concluding this agenda item on a timely manner. 

I Thank You. 

 


